
OKEFENOKE REMC • VOLUME 56, NUMBER 10 • JULY 2003

OREMC employees recently participated in the
2003 American Cancer Society Relay for Life in
Brantley County.Funds were raised through raffles,
spaghetti dinners, dress-down days, and numerous
other projects to be used for research, information
and awareness programs and patient services.
Although cancer had already touched the lives of
most OREMC employees — some personally,others
through the illnesses of family members and
friends — we had a passion this year as never
before.

At the 2002 Relay for Life,OREMC Manager
of Distribution Services Danny Thornton
circled the track with his grandson Noah.
During their walk Danny explained, as best
he could, what the Relay was all about. He
talked to the three-year-old about cancer.
He told him about how money was raised
to find a cure for the disease. But when he
gripped that little hand as they strolled along,
he never dreamed that Noah would be diag-
nosed with the dreaded “C” word before
another Relay took place.

Noah recently underwent surgery for a
malignant mass on his kidney and is now
receiving chemotherapy. He doesn’t under-
stand why he has to take treatments that
make him sick, when he feels well. “But it’s
best that he doesn’t understand everything,”
says Danny. “Kids can just accept things as
they are and go on.”

Noah’s prognosis is good.And someday
he might not remember much about his
illness and treatment. But we will.

We are proud to be a part of Relay for Life.
And we are thankful for everyone who
participates.
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Who Owns
the Co-op?

YOU DO!
Wouldn•t it be great if you could own part of the companies
you shop at the most? That way, every time you made a purchase,
you•d be investing in yourself.

OREMC, your rural electric cooperative, has just that kind of arrangement with
the people to whom it sells electricity.You, your next-door neighbor and every
customer of your co-op actually is a part-owner of the utility.That•s why the people
who work at OREMC and at other rural electric cooperatives call their consumers
members.

You don•t own stock in your rural electric cooperative, because it doesn•t
sell shares to stockholders. In order to own part of a cooperative, you
have to be a member who uses its services. So you are a part-
owner simply because your home gets power from a co-op.

This is much different from the arrangement most big
power companies have with their owners. Most utilities are
owned and controlled by stockholders, who may or may not live in the same state or country as the
company. Rural electric cooperatives, on the other hand, are owned and controlled by their local
customers.And that makes them pay close attention to what those customers want and need.�

A ceiling fan can help you save money
on air conditioning and heating bills.
And, it only uses a small amount of
electricity!

By moving air, the effect of evaporation
makes you feel more comfortable at warmer
temperatures during the summer months.A
counterclockwise motion cools your rooms
during the summer.

In the winter months, running a ceiling
fan in a clockwise motion will circulate warm
air without creating a cooling breeze. Fans
that don•t have a reversing feature should run
on low in the winter to circulate the heated air.


