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ARTICLE XI

FISCAL YEAR

 

The Cooperative’s fiscal year shall begin on the first day of January of each year and end on the 31st day of December of the same year.
 

ARTICLE XII

RULES OF ORDER

 

Parliamentary procedure at all meetings of the members, of the Board of Directors, of any committee provided for in these Bylaws and of any other committee of the members or Board of Directors which may from time to time be duly established shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, except to the extent such procedure is otherwise determined by law or the Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws.  This Article shall be subordinate to any other provision of these Bylaws pertaining to the votes required for action by members, directors or committees.
 

ARTICLE XIII

SEAL

 

The Corporate seal of the Cooperative shall be in the form of a circle and shall have inscribed thereon the name of the Cooperative and the words “Corporate Seal, Georgia.”
 

ARTICLE XIV

AMENDMENTS

 

Section 14.01  Power to Amend.

 

Subject to the provisions of Georgia Code Section 46-3-325, these Bylaws may be changed (altered, amended or repealed) by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the total directors in office, or by a majority of the votes cast by the members represented, at any regular or special Board or member meeting, as the case may be; PROVIDED, either the Board of Directors or the members may change any bylaw if, as established by law, such bylaw is illegal or has become a legal nullity.
 

Section 14.02  Procedure for Amending.

 

A bylaw may be changed only if:  
 

1)  A copy or an accurate summary explanation of the proposed change is contained in or with the notice of the member or Board meeting at which it is to be acted upon; and
 

2)  If to be acted upon by the members, it is sponsored by the Board of Directors or at least fifty (50) members who over their signatures file with the Cooperative a petition, proposing such change and setting forth with particularity the wording thereof and the time that the change is to become effective, at least forty-five (45) days prior to the date of the member meeting at which such change will be acted upon;
 

PROVIDED, if the Cooperative is presented with a written request by one or more but less than fifty (50) members that a bylaw change be noticed to and acted upon by the members, and if the request sets forth with particularity the wording of the proposed change and the time that it is to become effective, the Board of Directors may, but shall not be obligated to, waive the foregoing petition requirement and cause such proposed change to be noticed and acted upon; PROVIDED FURTHER, The Board of Directors shall not permit any amendment to a proposed bylaw change to be acted upon, if it determines that such, if adopted, would be illegal or a legal nullity.  A change so noticed may be amended from the floor of the member or Board meeting at which it is being considered if the amendment is germane thereto.
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